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Message Text 


1. CHARGE CARRIED OUT INSTRUCTIONS REFTEL JUNE 12 WITH 
ACTING DIRECTOR OF ARAB AFFAIRS, MFA, IBRAHIM 
AL-MOOSA. MAKING CLEAR HE WAS SPEAKING UNDER INSTRUCTIONS, 
AND CLOSELY FOLLOWING POINTS GIVEN PARA. 2 REFTEL, CHARGE 
EMPHASIZED IMPORTANCE USG ATTACHES TO EFEORTS BY GULE STATES 
THEMSELVES TO PRESERVE REGIONAL STABILITY AT A TIME WHEN 
EVENTS IN AEGHANISTAN, IRAN, AND HORN OF AFRICA, ESPECIALLY, 
ARE CAUSING CONCERN IN GULF CAPITALS. POSSIBILITY THAT 
FEDERATION IN UAE MIGHT COME APART STRUCK US AS CAUSE FOR 
CONCERN OE ALL GULF STATES IN THIS CONTEXT. CHARGE 
SAID THAT USG IS MAKING THIS POINT IN TEHRAN AND RIYADH 
SUGGESTING THAT SAUDIS AND IRANIANS USE THEIR INELUENCE 
SECRET 


SECRET 


PAGE 02 KUWAIT 03531 130929Z 


IN FAVOR OF PRESERVATION OF FEDERATION. 


2. AL-MOOSA ASKED WHETHER WE VIEWED SITUATION IN UAE 
AS CRITICAL AND STATED THAT GOK HAS NO FIRM EVIDENCE 
THAT ANY RULER THERE WISHES TO SECEDE EROM UNION. 
CHARGE SAID THAT WE DO NOT THINK A RUPTURE IS LIKELY, 
BUT THAT THE RISK IS GREATER NOW THAN EVER BEFORE AND 
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THAT THE UNSETTLED SITUATION IN THE REGION AS A WHOLE 
AT THIS TIME RENDERS THAT RISK EVEN LESS TOLERABLE THAN 
FORMERLY. 

3. AL-MOOSA EXPRESSED THE OPINION THAT SHEIKH RASHID OF 
DUBAI IS UNUSUALLY CLEVER AND AMBITIOUS. HE SAID RASHID 
MIGHT ASPIRE TO BE HEAD OF STATE, BUT WOULD NOT WISH TO 
LEAD DUBAI OUT OF THE UNION. HE SAID IT IS KUWAITI 

POLICY TO AVOID TAKING SIDES AMONG RULERS IN THE EMIRATES 
AND HE SAID HE WAS SURE THAT IF A SERIOUS RISK OF RUPTURE 
AROSE, KUWAIT WOULD DO ITS UTMOST TO PREVENT IT. HE 
CITED ENTHUSIASM WITH WHICH GOK HAD WORKED FOR FORMATION 
OF THE FEDERATION TO INCLUDE ALSO BAHRAIN AND QATAR, AND 
GOK DISAPPOINTMENT THAT THESE TWO STATES HAD REMAINED 
OUTSIDE. 

4. THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR, WITHOUT INSTRUCTIONS, RAISED 
SAME SUBJECT WITH ACTING UNDERSECRETARY OF MFA JUNE II. 

HE WAS TOLD THAT KUWAIT SHARES US/UK CONCERN ABOUT 
POSSIBLE DESTABILIZING EFFECTS OF STRAINS WITHIN THE 
FEDERATION. BUT THAT KUWAIT HAD NOT INVOLVED ITSELF 
AND DOES NOT WISH TO DO SO. ACTING UNDERSECRETARY SAID 
HE THOUGHT THE SAUDIS WERE PLAYING A ROLE IN FAVOR OF 
PRESERVATION OF THE FEDERATION AND THAT THEY ARE MUCH 
BETTER POSITIONED THAN KUWAIT TO DO SO. 

SUTHERLAND 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 KUWAIT 03531 I30929Z 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REPORTS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 13 jun 1978 

Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978KUWAIT03531 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780246-0692 

Format: TEL 
From: KUWAIT 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780666/aaaaceqn.tel 

Line Count: 94 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 625f498a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 78 STATE 141246 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2376383 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POLITICAL TENSIONS IN THE UAE 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, TC, KU 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/625f498a-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



